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Resolution Calling on the Office of Mental Health and the Governor to 

Ensure Long Term Viability to OMH Funded Housing Programs for 
Individuals with Serious Mental Illness Through Support of the “Bring It 

Home” Initiative 

 
WHEREAS, safe and affordable housing with supports is an essential component of 

recovery for many people with serious mental illness; and 

 
WHEREAS, the OMH funded housing system currently serves approximately 40,000 

individuals with serious psychiatric disabilities, who often have significant medical 

conditions and substance use disorders; and 

 
WHEREAS, the OMH community based housing programs include several levels of 

care including, Community Residences (CRs), Apartment Treatment Programs 

(Treatment Apartments), Supported Scatter-Site Housing (Supported Housing), 

Community Residence – Single Room Occupancy (CR-SRO), and Supported Single 

Room Occupancy (SP-SRO); and 

 
WHEREAS, these OMH Housing program models were developed over 30 years ago in 

the late 1970’s and early 1980’s and the requirements for the services and the staff 

needed to provide the services reflect the needs of clients at that time; and 

 
WHEREAS, these programs are expected and required to serve the clients with the 

highest and most challenging psychiatric needs, manage the health and mental health 

for many clients with a co-occurring substance use disorder, and manage complicated 

medication regiments to treat their behavioral and other co-morbid chronic conditions 

such as heart disease, diabetes, high blood pressure, high cholesterol and pulmonary 

disease; and 

 
WHEREAS, the program models originally were not created to serve these clients and 

the state has consistently failed to provide adequate funding to effectively support 

services to those with the highest needs; and 

 
WHEREAS, for example, the Community Residences and Supported Single Room 

Occupancy (SP-SRO’s) programs have received a total increase of just 10% over the last 

27 years – less than 3 tenths of a percent per year; and 



WHEREAS, the licensed Community Residence program – the highest level of care in 

the state outside of a hospital - is struggling under minimal staff levels that were 

developed in 1984, when clients had much fewer and less challenging needs; 

 
WHEREAS, the County Directors of Community Services (DCSs) are responsible for 

operation of the Assisted Outpatient Treatment (AOT) programs in their counties which 

is the court-ordered outpatient treatment which includes ensuring safe and appropriate 

housing; and 

 
WHEREAS, DCSs throughout the state report significant waiting lists for housing and 

it is becoming increasingly more difficult to find an OMH housing bed that both offers 

the high level of services needed and that is staffed appropriately to safely serve the 

population; and 

 
WHEREAS; the insufficient housing reimbursement is further reducing capacity and 

cutting access to care as housing providers will be left no choice but to close a portion of 

their existing housing beds which will cut off access to this vital resource for AOT and 

other high-needs clients; and 

 
WHEREAS; Decades without an adequate rate increases for OMH Housing has 

pushed housing providers to their tipping point where they will be forced to take down 

critically needed housing beds which will create a crisis situation; and 

 
WHEREAS, the new supportive housing units the state has promised to develop will 

be funded at a much higher rate than the exact same existing units; and 

 
WHEREAS, housing is the single most significant social determinant to health 

outcome and if individuals cannot be housed safely, all other state investment in their 

recovery will be undermined. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the New York State Association of 

Counties calls on the Governor and the Office of Mental Health to support the “Bring it 

Home” campaign’s request for $125 million in funding to preserve the long-term 

viability of the existing 40,000 units of OMH Housing and ensure New Yorkers with 

serious mental illness and other complex conditions have access to the housing they 

deserve; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution shall be sent to member 

counties for their consideration; and 



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the New York State Association of Counties 

shall forward copies of this resolution to Governor Andrew M. Cuomo, the New 

York State Legislature, the State Office of Mental Health, and all others deemed 

necessary and proper. 

 


